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SECTION ONE: FEUDALISM

Government

· Vikings/ Fall of the Roman Empire: people need protection because there are many invaders… very chaotic at this time period

There is no government in control

· Feudalism: political system used in medieval Europe

Based on relationships… (the feudal pyramid)

· Loyalty: Feudalism only works if everyone is loyal
· Fief: land given to nobles and knights in exchange for protection

· Clergy: Church officials 

· Noble: people with a high rank in the kingdom- they are loyal to the king and knights and peasants serve them

· Vassal: someone who receives a fief (land) and promises to protect the lord and king

· Act of Homage: ceremony in which a vassal promises loyalty to the lord

Nobility

· Castles: building for protection and a safe home for nobles

· Palisades: large outer walls surrounding castle land

· Great Hall: dining hall & place to go for entertainment

Knights

· Code of Chivalry: rules for knights to live by (sort of like manners)

· Page: a person to help knights care for horses and their armor 

· Squire: Would go to the battlefield with knights and help hurt knights

· Dubbing: ceremony where a person becomes a knight (you take a sword and tap them on the shoulders)

· Tournaments: a contest to test the skill and strength of knights

Peasants 
· Manor: Farming communities owned by nobles and divided into fiefs 
· Seneschal: looked after fiefs
· Bailiff: Made sure peasants worked hard on the fields
· Freemen: peasants who paid the nobles for the right to farm land… they had rights
· Freemen vs. serfs: 

Freeman-Pay to farm on a noble’s land, had rights. Could leave the farm whenever they wanted

Serf- Were owned by the nobles, could not leave the land, they had NO rights

SECTION TWO: THE CHURCH
In Medieval Europe, there were many invasions and life was chaotic.  The Church was the unifying force that held society together.

To show their devotion to God people built Gothic Cathedrals.  Characteristics of Gothic Cathedrals include:

· Tall buildings (buildings constructed to be closer to God)

· Pointed Arches

· Gargoyles

· Ribbed vaulting

· Flying buttresses

The Church was so powerful; people went to war to defend it.  An example of this would be the “crusades” which means Holy War.

· Crusades Began 

· When the Seljuk Turks (Muslims) took over Jerusalem

· They also threatened to take over the Byzantine Empire (which was Christian).

· The Byzantine Emperor write a letter to the pope asking for help.

· Pope Urban II calls for a crusade.  

· Tells people it is OK to kill people if they are not Christian 

· If they go on the Crusades all of their sins would be forgiven

· Peasant Crusade
· 12.000 peasants hear the Pope’s request and head off to fight for Jerusalem because they felt it was their duty as Christians

· Many are not prepared to fight in a war and most die on the way or upon arrival in Jerusalem
· Some peasants feel they don’t need to go all the way to Jerusalem to kill non-Christians and attack people who are Jewish living in Germany
· Nobles’ Crusade

· 30,000 nobles head off to fight in the Crusades in 1097

· When they reach Jerusalem they invade the city and kill all inhabitants (Turks, Jews, and Christians)

· Kingdom Beyond The Sea

· After they won Jerusalem many crusaders went home

· Remaining Crusaders divided Jerusalem into 4 sections called it the “Kingdom Beyond the Sea”

· Crusaders began to learn from the Muslims and adopted many of their customs

· Saladin And The Crusade Of Kings

· Saladin, the Muslim leader of Egypt took over Jerusalem in 1187

· Many European Kings are unhappy and try to lead a “King’s Crusade”

· Only Richard makes it to Jerusalem, so he is called Richard the Lionhearted

· Muslims were successful in taking over Jerusalem, but they allow ALL religions to practice there

· Crusading Spirit Dwindles

· Pope Innocent called for another crusade

· The city of Venice agrees to provide supplies

· Crusaders cannot pay Venetians, so they attack Byzantium’s capital Constantinople to take gold, goods, etc. to help pay their bills.

· NOT A SINGLE MUSLIM KILLED!

· Effects Of Crusades

· Byzantium angry at Western Europe

· Byzantium became weak

· Europeans exposed to Islamic culture, foods, spices, and Islamic inventions

· Caused many to want to change their society

Chapters 26 & 27: 

DEVELOPMENT OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE 
BLACK PLAGUE & HUNDRED YEAR’S WAR

Trade

· Trade Routes- Due to the Crusades, people wanted spiced foods, soap and other goods from the Middle East… this led to the expansion of trade routes

· Development of towns (Burgs)- People traded in locations near castle walls which leads to the growth of towns

· Black Plague- due to trade, bacteria spread which infected rats, fleas and then men 

One out of three people died- over ½ of Europe!
People abandoned their families

People lost faith in God

· Effects of the Black Plague on Feudalism: The feudal pyramid only worked if everyone fulfilled their job.  So many people were sick that jobs were not fulfilled.  (Example: If a knight died this led to people not being protected)
France

· Philip IV- thought everyone should be taxed -even the Church.  The Church refused to pay taxes.  
Philip thought the people should decide so he formed the Estates General:

Made up of the:

First Estate (Clergy)

Second Estate (Lords)

Third Estate (Towns people)

The Estates General voted on issues like raising taxes- like a democracy!

England

· John- King John lost many battles and was constantly waging war.  Thus, he had to continuously raise taxes to pay for wars.  Eventually the nobles were fed up with paying taxes and forced John to sign the Magna Carta.
· Magna Carta: Oldest “working” document around today.  Signed in 1215.

This document said the king could not raise taxes without checking with the people first.

The people needed to VOTE and decide if taxes should be raised.

*Document guaranteed basic political rights to all people like:


No taxation without representation 


Trial by jury  
· Edward I: The first English King who had to ask permission to tax the people of England
     Called for the formation of Parliament

· Parliament: Made up of two houses: House of Lords and House of Commons
       These houses were made up of representatives from towns.  

       They would vote on issues like taxes.

Hundred Year’s War

· Start of war: The war began because the King of England claimed he was also the King of France
People in France did not want the English in their land.

· Long bows/ early English victories: At the beginning of the war the English won because they had better weapons like the longbow and an early form of the cannon. 
· Joan of Arc: A French peasant who “heard from God” that she should help France win the war.

She led troops into battle and helped France win. 
· French victory: France won the Hundred Years War
· Effects of the Hundred Year’s War on Feudalism: 

People fought for their country not their lord.
People fighting not farming or serving their lords

People felt pride for their country- rise of nationalism and patriotism 
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