 Social Studies Writing Rubric

	
	Clear and
consistent evidence
	Clear evidence
	Limited evidence
	Little or no evidence

	Intro
	□ Has an introduction that hooks the reader, as with vivid background information
Contains a forceful thesis statement at the end of the introduction that provides a well-stated and worthwhile one-sentence answer to the question

	□  Has in introduction that provides some background information

Contains a thesis statement at the end of the introduction that provides a worthwhile one-sentence answer to the question.

	□   Has at least a few introductory sentences before giving the thesis

Contains a thesis statement that provides a one-sentence answer to the question, but the thesis may need rephrasing.

	□   May lack an introduction or have a confusing introduction

May have no thesis statement or have a confusing thesis statement.


	Support
	□  Supports the thesis in the body paragraphs with substantial, specific, accurate, and relevant information (details and examples)
	□   Generally supports the thesis in the body paragraphs with specific, accurate, and relevant information (details and examples)
	□  Supports the thesis in the body paragraphs with limited  accurate or relevant information (details and examples)
	□  Supports the thesis in the body paragraphs with little or no accurate or relevant information (details and examples)

	Analysis
	□   Has consistently insightful analysis (interpretation)
	□   Generally has thoughtful analysis (interpretation)
	□   May provide minimal analysis or misinterpretation of factual significance
	□   May provide little or no analysis (interpretation)

	Organization
	□  Contains in each body paragraph an analytical topic sentence that announces what that paragraph concerns
Flows well thanks to effective transitions and logical organization of paragraphs
	□  Contains in each body paragraph a topic sentence that announces what the paragraph concerns
Uses transitions and is relatively logically organized


	□  Contains topic sentences that may not correspond with content of body paragraph

Generally uses transitions but may need some reorganization


	□  May need topic sentences 
May not use transitions between paragraphs.



	Writing Mechanics

And Style
	□  Language is clear and powerful. There are no significant errors of spelling, grammar, or usage.  The essay shows a distinctive and elegant writing style.
	□ Contains only a few errors of spelling, grammar, and usage per page.  The language is clear, but the writing may not be especially powerful or elegant.
	□May contain numerous errors of spelling, grammar, and/or usage.  The language is occasionally unclear.
	□Essay contains very significant errors of spelling, grammar, and usage.  The language is unclear, and poor writing frequently makes it difficult to ascertain the author’s meaning.

	Conclusion
	□  Includes a brief yet relevant conclusion that neatly ties together the essay, offering insight into the broader significance of the topic
	□ Includes a brief yet satisfying conclusion that ties together the essay 
	□  Includes a brief conclusion that may not clearly restate thesis.
	□ May have no concluding paragraph or a conclusion that does not relate to the rest of the essay


