​​SOCIAL STUDIES DOCUMENT ANALYSIS RUBRIC

The “A” response:
· Contains a clear, well-developed thesis (argument or position) as the final sentence of an engaging introduction
· Effectively analyzes all of the documents to support the thesis
· Consistently provides relevant historical context through the use of specific outside information
· Writing is exemplary 
· Writing is consistently clear, uses varied sentence structure, and incorporates precise vocabulary
· Is logically organized, using sophisticated and analytical topic sentences that announce the purpose of each paragraph, and includes a thoughtful conclusion
The “B” response:
· Contains a clear thesis (argument or position) as the final sentence of a focused introduction
· Effectively analyzes most of the documents to support the thesis
· Generally provides relevant historical context through the use of specific outside information
· Writing is proficient   

· Writing is usually clear and effectively conveys the argument
· Is logically organized, using clear topic sentences that announce the purpose of each paragraph, and includes a relevant conclusion
The “C” response:
· Contains a confusing or unfocused thesis (argument or position) or lacks a focused introduction
· Only summarizes, quotes, or briefly cites the documents or only uses some of the documents to effectively support the thesis
· Provides limited historical context due to a lack of specific outside information
· Writing is inconsistent 
· Writing is often unclear or does not effectively convey the argument
· Is not logically organized or lacks a relevant conclusion
The “D” or “F” response:
· Contains no thesis or a thesis that does not address the prompt
· Misinterprets or fails to use most of the documents 
· Provides little or no historical context due to a lack of outside information
· Writing is unsatisfactory 
· Writing is generally unclear, which interferes with the clarity of the argument

· Is not logically organized and lacks a relevant conclusion
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